
STARS 
Programme
21st CC Skills through 
Student-Initiated Learning (SIL)

G E Y L A N G  M E T H O D I S T  S C H O O L  ( S E C O N D A R Y )



SIL in GMS(S)
An opportunity to provide 
students with : 

• A dedicated time and space 
for students to pursue their 
own interests during HBL 
days.

• A platform for students to 
grow their passion, develop 
self-directed skills and be 
lifelong learners.



The GM STARS 
Programme
Students embark on mini 
projects in these 5 different 
domains. Through different 
learning experiences, they 
learn and apply 21st CC skills. 

Learning Experiences: 

Discover, Develop, Deepen, 
Demonstrate and Display.

21st CC Skills: 

Information Skills, Critical and 
Inventive Thinking, Collaboration 
and Communication. 

 

Sports and Wellness 

Technology and Innovation

Aesthetics 

Reading and Writing

Sustainable Living



STARS 

Programme

Activity

Term(s)/

Number of 

Sessions

Purpose

Exploration of 

Interests

Term 1

(2 sessions)

Students gain self-awareness through exploration to 

discover more about their interests. This will help 

students choose one domain in STARS that they are 

interested in.

SIL activities Terms 1 to 3

Sec 1: 7 sessions

Sec 2: 4 sessions + 

GEMS@Work (Job 

Shadow)

Students work on activities in the area of STARS they 

have chosen. They also prepare their presentations 

along the way.

Sec 2 students explore career interests through 

GEMS@Work in Term 3.

Showcase 1 Term 2

(1 session)

Students showcase their Sem 1 SIL journey 

(experiences, challenges and learning points) through 

their presentations.

SHINE Like 

MADD 

Programme

& Showcase 2

Term 4

Post-Exam 

Programme

(8 hours)

Students extend their learning through workshops 

conducted by experts in the industry. In-person 

sessions conducted by vendors. 

There will also be a Showcase.



For every session, students to write the following in Padlet. 

They are to upload photos, videos, links to websites.

1) What is your activity for today?

2) Describe what you did for your activity.

3) What did you learn from today’s activity?

4) What are the challenges and how did you overcome them?



Teacher’s padlet wall

F18 STARS (SIL) 2024

Messi Neymar



student’s padlet wall



A GM Student’s journey 
in the STARS Programme



Hello! 
I am Robert ☺
I was first introduced to the 
STARS programme in January 
this year by my teachers. 

I learnt that on HBL days, I 
would have a chance to learn 
about something I am truly 
interested in. 

I began to think of all the 
possibilities …



Discover through 
Information Skills
I accessed MySkillsFuture.

I learnt more about myself in 
terms of my personality, 
interests and values. 

I learnt that ICT was an area I 
could explore in. 



Develop ideas 
through critical 
and inventive 
thinking
During one of the SIL session 
on HBL day, I accessed SLS and 
selected Technology and 
Innovation as my domain of 
interest. 

I planned for 6 sessions of 
activities to achieve my 
learning goal.  

Replace this image with one featuring 
your school’s programme/initiative



In each of these 6 sessions, I reflected on my experience, my 
challenges and how I overcame them.

Experience
“I tried making sprites 
for games. I wanted to 
explore which format I 
should use and how 
would I code it in.”

Solution
“So I went with 
animating game design 
instead and through 
coding, I configured 
controls for my game.”

Challenges
“It takes a lot of time 
to do just one 
character and I may 
not be able to finish 
throughout this STARS 
programme.”

Develop ideas through critical and 
inventive thinking



My Game Character sprites 



Deepening skills though collaboration

Our classmates took turns to share our projects and experiences in small 
groups during the STARS Showcase. It was inspiring listening to my friends.



Demonstrate and 
display learning 
through 
communication
During the Showcase, I 
was chosen by my 
friends to share with the 
class the outcomes of 
my learning. 

I shared the game I 
created and presented 
my reflection on my 
experience, challenges 
and solution. 



Other inspiring stories 
from the STARS Programme



Hello! 
I am justin ☺

I selected Sustainable Living 
as my domain of interest. 

I did recycling, water 
filtration and growing of my 
own produce. 

This is my grandmother.



Sustainable Living:
Water Filtration & 
Growing plants
“Growing plants is hard! Fortunately,   
I had help from my grandmother who 
is an experienced gardener. She 
updates me about our chilli harvest 
and we’ve shared our chillis with my 
aunts. We’ve definitely grown closer 
together.”

Justin Chionh

Aesthetics: Drawing
“I’ve been wanting to explore 
using digital art as my medium. 
I never thought I’d be capable 
of these sketches. ”

Le Phuong Minh 



Sports: Juggling
“I always wanted to learn 
how to juggle, yet I never did. 
SIL provided me with the 
structure and discipline to 
finally master it.”

Ashton Kwok 

Other inspiring stories from the STARS Programme

Aesthetics: Baking & Cooking
“I always had doubts about 
the outcome. However, my 
mum was there to show me  
the way when I needed it and 
that gave me confidence.    
She also took this picture ☺”

Joel Gan



Reading & Writing: 
Short Story

S. Vikasini

“I like how I had full control 
over my own writing. I was 
not limited by a topic. SIL 
gave me the opportunity to 
explore whatever came to 
mind. I valued that creative 
freedom!”

Other inspiring stories from the STARS Programme



Mrs Yvonee Wong,
Form Teacher

Quotes & Reflection from teachers

“SIL offered me an opportunity to take a peek into my 
students’ world. It gave me a chance to affirm them as 
they pursue what they are passionate about. ”
Mrs Ong Li Tyng,
Form Teacher

“At first, SIL was difficult to some. However, I learnt 
how powerful peer influence can be. Motivation grew 
among my students and everyone completed their 
project in the end.”



“I worked alongside my son as he explored 
cooking. He took the lead and I was there 
only to assist when needed. The outcome 
was his alone and I am proud of him.”
Dr. Gloria Kong,
Mother

Quote & Reflection 
from Parent



SHINE 
Programme

(Post Exam)



Extension of SIL to 

SHINE Like MADD Programme



SHINE Like MADD Programme

- Outdoor Sports

- Game Design

- Micro: bits

- Metal Tooling

- Panel Painting

- Clay Art

- Stop Motion

- Hip Hop/K-pop

- Tongue Drum

- Garage band

- African Percussion

- Creating Appetisers

- Baking

- Barista

- Youtuber









“The future 
belongs to 

those who learn 
more skills and 
combine them 

in creative 
ways.”

• Robert Greene



SIL is not just
ANOTHER 

school 
activity.

It may 
very well 

be the
stepping stone

to SUCCESS!

HAPPY 
SIL !!!
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